A LET TERM From 
Mr. 70 HN MATHEWS, 
After his Condemnation, to 


Mr. JOHN BRODERICK 


dear BRODERICK, 
Second. 1719. 


/6 


Have been theſe Three Nights paſt, in this Place, every Moment 
buyed up with Hopes of a Reprieve ; but the extraordinary 
Cources the Court has taken in my Tryal makes me look upon 
this as a Maſter-piece of Mr. Cragg:s's Wiſdom to prevent my pre- 
paring any Speech: But leaſt I ſhould be fo deluded. I fend you 
is as my laſt dying Words, every Moment expecting Death, or to 


3 depriv'd of this , | | ; 
rte ardent defire the Court of Arbitrary Government, without 
was Seven-night, 


gad to God or Conſcience, put them laſt T 
Life, by Fraud, but the Judges 


| o pon a Stratagem to take away 
aſhamed of the barefac'd 8 the Attorney-General, Leachmore, 
- would not come into their Meaſures, calling me to the Barr for Tryal, 
without either Councel or Witneſſes, when but the Night before he 
had ſent my Councel notice it was put off till Thurſday following. 
Being perſwaded by all my Councel that the Paper for which I ſtood 
Indited was not Treaſon, by the Laws now in force, I was brought in 
to acknowledge the Authority of the Court, in order to make a lepal 
Defence : (It being a Paradox to make that Doctrine High Treaſon, for 
which they had been fighting many Years,) Sheapard being condemned 
for Obſtinacy and Contempt of the Court. For which acknowledg- 
ment I humbly beg Pardon of God and the King. OY 
| Upon Thurſday I was again brought to my Tryal upon the blind 
Panel of a Jury, of the moſt vile Regiſids that could be pick'd and 
culłd out from all corners of the City, without the Names of their 
Places of Abode or Empl ts, that I might not be able to make 
that Obje&ion againſt them, which the Law juſtly allows every Man 
to make for his Life ; againſt which my Councel objecting, my Judges, 
Tracy and Price,-very worthily refuſed to proceed to Try al, till I was 
ſatisfied, or that Law explained by all the Judges: The latter being 
looked upon as moſt advantagious to the Court, was refolv'd upon: And 
my Tryal put off again till laſt Friday. . | 
| This Day Seven-night, being Munday the 26th of October, all the 
Judges met to conſult upon this Point, when to their Confufion and 
Shame, they were forced to own I had the Law on my Side, and that 
it was a bard Cafe I ſhould not be ſatisfied : But it not being the Practice 
of the Court (in the Caſe of Fellons, in which the Government is no 
way concerned) I was to have no Amendments to the Panel that had 
been given me. At once breaking through, or entirely giving up, all 
the Laws and Liberties of the People, to the Pleaſure of the Regency: 
and the way to manage 


| 


Who now finding the Tenderneſs of my Judges, 
| the Law according to their own Arbitrary Pleaſure, ordered all the 
| Judges of England to Trye me. A thing never heard off in this King- 
dom before. Not to ſee Juſtice done me; but to declare the Arbitrary 
[Pleaſure of the Court Law, as they had done before. 

| v 


Ac- | 


(2) 


Accordingly laſt Friday I was brought before Ten of them, (the Two 
that were abſent being Sick and not able to appear) who over-ruled all 
the common Juſtice of the Land, the Challenges of the Panel that were 
allowed in the Tryal of Franchia were diſallowed in mine. And al- 
t no Treaſon appear d all was judged, by a new ſtrain'd Term, 
Conſtru&ive High Treaſon, and to prove it upon mea Letter was trumped 
up againſt me, which Mr. Craggs had artfully drawn from me by my Bro- 
i perſwading me, that if | confeſs'd who gave me the Paper, be would 
further Proceedings againſt me, not doubting to bring ſome great 
Men into the Nuſe: But 5 oding himſelf diſappointed of the great Booty 
and that indeed no Party whatſoever did ſupport me, per 
y ſent this Letter into Court againſt me, and brought my f 
it upon me. Sir Peter King a pretende 
to let me Invalidate my Brother's Ex 

Parity of Hands. After which Mr. Raby the Deputy Record 
with Pleaſure, * d Sentence of Death upon me; fi 

which I gave him thanks, not afraid to die in ſo juſt a Cauſe 
well knowing that unjuſt — will do his Majeſty more Servi 


than my Life, 

Thus but a Boy in Years, [ have out lived the Liberties and Pribi- 
ledges of the People, and aro offered up a Sacrifice to the Rage of a Party, | 
28 a Traytor, for Printing that Doctrine by which the Duke of Brunſ. 
T_T which when it ſerv'd their turn was good 
Doctrine, but now it is againſt them muſt be High Treaſon. Plainly 
telling the World L Death, that their Revolution was 
but a moſt horrible — 


Wickedneſs to the Peop 


JOHN MATHEWS: 


N. B. Since the writing this Letter bein the Or 
„ 2 te © po: Contten, be Kid. h age 
| w ſw nor drinking in his Life ; being 
re He laid be could 


2 1 at no manner of Game in his Liſe. | 
told by the Ordinary at Tzburn tha t he hoped he was ſorry for 
hought he had done no ill, and 


what do hed done. — no, he t 
that he died very Innocently : Being aſked by the Sheriff if he 
to do but to die. 


22 . 
And was — invoaking the Holy Name of Jets 


